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That Has Made Ithe Mystery of
the Young Woman, Erroneously
Identified and Buried Twenty

‘Yearg Ago as Carrie Selvage, -
More Inscrutable Than Evc?r.

By John Sheldon

1900, Carrie T. Selvage, a pretty young
Mool teacher, disappeared most mysteri-
ously from the Indianapolis Union £tates Hospital
at No. 1333 North Capitol avenue. She was a
hospital patient, undey treatment for a severe
nervous breakdown, the result of overwork. At
the time of her disappearance she was wearing a
long flannelette wrapper and felt house slippers.
Late that same night Rufus Cantrell, head of
a notorious gang of grave robbers, all colored,
known as the Marion County body-snatchérs, sent
several of/ his men to a nearby cemetery where
they opened a new grave from which they stole
the corpse. Their object, of course, was to sell
the body to a medical college for dissecting
purposes.

After robbing the grave and carefully repiae-
ing the earth to hide the traces of their crime, one
of Cantrell's men went ahead of the others to the
side entrance to the cemetery to make sure that
the coast was clear before they carried out
the body.

EARLY on the morntg of Sunday, March 11,

Creeping cautiously through the bushes to the
cemetery gate which opens into a dark alley, the
ghoul peeped around the corner and then screamed
in te
ily a
young woman.

ancing in the shadow of the wall was a
She was hatless and her dis-

r, for directly in front of him and ltnlth-‘

st on¢e to the college. It was
thought that possibly he could
decide whether or not it was
Miss Selvage by an examination
of her teeth which showed evi-
dence of careful dentistry.

The dentist arrived present-
ly, but was yndecided. He ad-
vised sending for Joseph Sel-
vage, a well known rea! estate
dealer, brother of the missing
girl. When he reached the col-
lege Mr. Selvage agreed with
the dentist that the body on the
operating table might be that of
his sister, making all due allow-
ances for changes in facial ap-
pearance due to her nervous
breakdown, exposure and death. The clothes in
which the body had been delivered to the medical
authorities were not those which Miss Selvage
had worn at the time of her disappearance from
the hospital. The dentist recognized the gold
filling in her teeth as being much similar to some
which he had done for Miss Selvage several
months previous. And there the identification
ceased. 3

The body was removed from the operating
table and given decent burial under the belief
that the mystery of the school teacher’s dis-
appearance had been, to a certain extent, solved.

Investigation of the circumstances under

L ]
heveled hair hung around her shoulders. She
wore a long, loose gown and soft-soled shoes.

From confessions made when Rufus Cantrell
and some of the grave robbers were caught later
and sent to the penitentiary at Michigan City, it
appeared cvident that as soon as they had recov-
ered’ from their first fright at the unexpected ap-
pearance of the woman at the cemetery gate, they
had overpowered her to prevent her from giving
an alarm, and had taken her to the basement of a
building on Indiana avenue where, three days
later, she died. Her body, they confessed, was
gold for $50 and eventually turned over to a
West Side medical elinic for dissection.

Meanwhile police, private detectives and
friends of the missing Carrie T. Selvage had been
conducting a most systematic search for her.
Every possible clue was traced to its end. Ponds
and lakes, Fall creek and White river were
dragged. Copies of her’ photographs together
with descriptive personal details were sent broad-
cast without success, The young school teacher
had vanished.

Saved from the Dissecting Table

Then a stranze thing happened.  Medieal
gtudents attending a clinic in a West Side col-
legiate institution were assembled in the oper-
ating theatre for a practical demonstration in
dissecting. On the operating table was the body
of a woman, apparently young and well-formed,
covelea with & white sheet

vouen the face of the dead woman was un-
covered ane of the medical students tu\l&lly re-
murked that 1t bore a someWhat wvaAgue re-
st biance to the published photographs of the
missing Carrie Selvage. Other students agreed
with him and during the discussion that followed

one student suggested calling up a dentist friend
of his who, he remembered, had done some dental
Miss 2¢ and asking him o come
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which the body had been turned over to the medi-
cal college led to the arrest of Rufus Cantrell
and his gang of grave robbers and to confessions
by several of the men that they had been impli-
cated in many thefts of newly-interred bodies
from cemeteries in and around Indianapolis. Two
of these gangs had operated, the Marion County
ghouls under the leadership of Rufus Cantrell,
and the Hamilton County gang, which confined
its depredations principally to suburban ceme-
teries.

Rattle Between Grave Robbers

The two gangs, it appeared, met one night by
accident in the Ebenezer cemetery, both bent upon
grave robbery. A fight followed, during which
one man was killed. The victors sold his body
to a middleman for the usual $50. And the go-
between redisposed of it to a medical college Tor
purposes of dissection. The colleges, it is only
fair to state, were under the impression that the
bodies obtained in this manner were those of un-
claimed derelicts who had died in almshouses and
other institutions and which, otherwise, would
have been buried in the Potter's field at the ex-
pense of the'county. In death they were of more
value than in life and the surgical clinics for
which such bodies were always in demand, were
made in the interests of medical science,

Shortly after the disappearance of Misgs Sel-
vage from the Union States Hospital the institu-
tion was closed. Since then the building, origin-
all¥ the Indianapolis Orphan Asylum, has been
used as a rooming hoase, out ® few weeks awo
a contract wis given out for a complete remodel-
ing of the buildin:, which is henceforth to be
used a8 8 Farage

The brick front of the building was ta be torn
cut and a g rder vet in piace to carry the weight
over the new garvage doorway. This necessitated
Lt cealfing Guwn ol some interior Wialis and pucei-

“Directly in front of
him and stealthily
advancing was a
young woman.”

tions, upstairs and down
as wel] as in the attic. The
contract also called for the
removal of a tiny and al-
most inaccessible cupola
which perched above the
main attic.

Dan Jones, a struc-
tural iron worker, had
charge of this part of the
work. Probably he was
the first man to enter that
little cubby-hole above the
attic since the day the
building was completed
over half a century ago.
Nobody ever went in there
because of its inaccessi-
bility. Viewed from the avenue it was simply an
ornamental cupola placed there by an architect
Ad far as usefulness
never have

who was aiming for effect.
was concerned it might as well
existed.

Jones got into the cupola by enlarging the
opening between it and the attic. Inside he found
himself face to face with a headless standing
skeleton clothed in the remnants of a long, blue,
flunnelette wrapper and felt house slippers. The
gkull had fallen to the floor and rolled off to one
gide. The remainder of the skeleton was leaning

against the wall.

Joseph and Edward Sel-
vage, brothers of the school
teacher who had disap-
peared 20 years previous,
identified the slippers as a
pair which they had given to thelr sister a short
time before she vanished. The wrapper, too, was
hers. Dr. Paul E. Robinson, coroner, said the skele-
ton was that of a voung woman. This time there
was no question of the accuracy of the identifica-
tion. The mystery of Miss Selvage's disappear-
nr‘lce had been solved.

Frozen to Death

Instead of leaving the hospital grounds on the
morning she vanished so completely, Miss Sel-
vage had crept upstairs into the attic and from
there through the tiny aperture into the cupola
where in her dazed condition she must have stood
helplessly waiting until she died. The assump-
tion is that she froze to death, standing there in
the dark corner of the attic. March 11, 1900, was
a bitterly cold day in Indianapolis and with the
temperature below freexing point in the draughty
attic the yvoung woman, scantily clothed as she
was, must have succumbed quickly.

With the mystery of her disappearance solved

a new one had arisen. Who was the other young
woman who died in the hands of the grave rob-

The 0.d U nion States Hospital Where the Sheleton of Miss Selvage Has Fecn Found.
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bers and whose body was saved from dissection
simply through mistaken identification?

Rufus Cantrell cannot offer any solution. With
callous apologies he has explained that so many
bodies were handled by the gangs of grave robbers
that it would be impossible to remember each one.

Origin of Leap Year
Proposal for Women

T took the canny Scotch to see the advantages

of having a year come along every so often in

which the girls eould officially pop the question
without being regarded as either reckless or in-
discreet. It was monny a lang year ago, 1288 to
be exact, that the Scotch put the Lady's Proposal
Amendment in their Constitution or bylaws.

It appears the Scotch were particular about
this, for the matrimonial magistrates of that
time were authorized to clap a fine of a pound or
five beans in the old days on any bird who ran
out and refused the faire dame who asked him
for his _helrt and hand. The old Scotch law on
the subject says:

".lt 15 & stavar and ordaint that during the rein
of hir maist blissit Mageste, for ilk yeare knowne
as lepe yeare, ilk mayden ladye of bothe highe
and lowe estait shall hae liberte to bespeake ye
man she likes, albeit he refuses to taik hir to be
his lawful wyfe, he shall be multced in ye sum
aane pundis or less, as his estait may be, except
and awis gif he can make it appeare that he is
bethrothit ane ither woman he then shall be free.”

This demonstrates apparently that the Scotch
must have been rather fair and square with their
early statuts, and also that they mus. have been
bad spellers from a modern viewpoint. Still, they
were first over the bars with it, and not long after
that Johnny Walker was elected the first mayor
of DJumfrieshoro on a wet ticket,

Of the origin of the custom for women to
woo instead of being woooed there is no satisfac.
tory explanation, says an authority, so the Scotel
eannot claim that.

Following the lead of the Secotah in this .,
portant matter the French pased a similar |a
and in the 16th century the cur'om was legaliz

in Genoa aud Florence, Leap year has been gro
ing in popularity ever sihee wito ye faire da
Alzo il ie ret forth hat the 'orm " rap ye
fs more o b | Ao {mo woareriv ki
ns b a ' thing t 1 he
rime oo AT ir's  taks he
Hariv or He ter to become theli wedded hus
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